The Papa Daddy Mysteries
Preface



About forty years ago, Martha James Sayrs turned over the James family Bible to Ori James, her brother and my husband. It is a large book, about five inches thick, with  page dimensions of about 14 by 20 inches, published in 1829. On the flyleaf are two dedications, one to Robert Darrington James, Jr. from his mother, dated 1845, hoping that he would learn its contents, and another to Origen Jewett James from his loving father, Frank B. James, dated 1930. Between the Old and New Testaments are the usual pages for recording births, deaths, and marriages. It had been kept more or less up to date. Martha had recorded all the births and marriages in her immediate family before she passed it along to Ori. No deaths have been recorded since the early part of the twentieth century although a number of notes of death dates had been filed between the pages, along with tantalizing bits of other information. I am hoping to fill in as many of the missing records as I can while I can still read and write.

Fairly recently, Mary Lynn Slayden, Martha’s daughter, emailed me asking what information about her great-grandfather, Frank B. James, I could locate in the family Bible. That is not as easy as it sounds. The standard family Bible format of separate pages for marriages, births, and deaths requires a lot of page-turning to track a life.  Even within the categories, the entries in the James Bible are far from chronological. For example, whoever wrote down the births of the children of the earliest generation recorded, that of Samuel James and Maria Louisa Cowles, placed the marriage record for each of her children opposite the child’s birth record, in a column clearly headed “births.” Two of the girls lived only a short time, so the space beside their names was left blank.  Since the birth records plus the spousal records occupied more than two-thirds of the “Births” page, Frank (Papa Daddy) inserted two later birth records into the blank spaces left between the spouses of his great-uncles and aunts.  Others were squeezed  into the bottom of the page, in both columns.  Despite these difficulties, I was soon hooked. 

Through a posting on rootsweb.com, Mary Lynn has been contacted by Charlotte Boykin, who shares a common ancestor with the Jameses and has a wealth of genealogical information, which she has generously shared and which has been immensely helpful.  This source, the Bible entries themselves, letters to and from Papa Daddy, memories of  living family members, letters  and notations “filed” between the pages, the indispensable Google, and a fascinating anecdotal family history compiled by Russell P. Fitch III (Skipper) have inspired me to attempt a narrative account of what I have been able to piece together. But what I have learned leaves more  questions than answers. Hence the title.








Ellie James

Predecessors

The earliest event recorded in the Bible is the marriage of Samuel James and Mary Darrington, February 24, 1795.  Charlotte Boykin’s data show that Samuel and Mary’s first ten children were born in either Sumter District or Kershaw District, South Carolina. There is no pattern to suggest that they moved from one district (county) to the other.  My best guess is that either the family had two homes (not uncommon to their socioeconomic group in those days) or that  some children were born at the home of a relative or a midwife, or even in a hospital. The youngest child, Samuel, was born in Clarke County, Alabama. Since Samuel was born in 1821 and his next older sibling, Emily, in 1816, the move to Alabama clearly took place within this five-year time frame.  

A reminiscence by Emily Virginia Semple, a cousin of Papa Daddy’s, sent by Charlotte Boykin (who received it from Suzanne Pratt, who is married to Clara James Jewett’s grandson), recounts the family’s move from South Carolina to Alabama, including livestock and slaves but, to her disappointment, only one piece of the family’s beautiful furniture, her grandmother’s bed. She indicates that some of the family members traveled by ship to Mobile. 

 Several years ago Ori and I went to Sumter, SC, with Martha James Sayrs to try to find cemetery records of James ancestors. We found none. I’ve just learned why, thanks to Charlotte Boykin’s cemetery records: they were all buried in Alabama. The James exodus from South Carolina was apparently complete and of biblical proportions. 

Samuel and Mary’s second child, Robert Darrington James, was born in 1797. 

He was Papa Daddy’s grandfather. He married Maria Louisa Cowles in Farmington, Connecticut, July 5, 1827.  A letter written by Papa Daddy and quoted in Skipper’s history (also quoted in a letter to Martha Sayrs from Maxinne Voss Muensch) says that Maria was a Scottish woman whom Robert met and married while traveling in Scotland.  Was Papa Daddy correct about where the marriage took place?  

The Bible record says they were married in Farmington, Connecticut, and Charlotte’s research has located the Farmngton marriage record along with Connecticut Cowles forebears.  One posssible reconciliation, based on the experience of Frank’s grandson Ori and me, was that they were married in Scotland but then married again in the U. S. for the purpose of records, recognition, or family approval. Who knows?  (Just for the record, Ori and I were legally and Presbyterianly married in Eagle Lake, Texas, but failed to have the proper seal placed on our marriage license by the Chilean consulate in New York and almost three years later were once more united in marriage by a county clerk in Coya, Chile, to legitimatize our very welcome six-day-old  daughter, Ori Jean.) 

To add to the puzzle, Papa Daddy’s cousin Emily Semple’s memoirs say that her grandmother was from England, Papa Daddy recalls teasing his grandmother about her Scotch brogue, and Charlotte has records showing that Maria was born in Farmington, CT.   The only way to reconcile the three accounts would be to hypothesize that Maria was an American with family on both sides of the border between England and Scotland (where the dialects are similar if not identical), who met Frank while visiting Scottish relatives.  That’s starting to sound like historical fiction. All I can say about this is that if my grandchild’s knowledge of where I was born or married conflicts with the records, I’d suggest trusting the records. But the historical fiction version would certainly make a romantic story.

Having family in Connecticut might be a reason that Maria sent her daughter to school in Farmington and her sons to Yale, just 50 miles south of Farmington. It is clear that Maria wanted her children to have the kind of education they couldn’t get on the frontier in Alabama.  

To digress, two or three family members have asked me about an exclusive girls’ school in Connecticut once owned by a member of the James family. A letter to Martha from Maxinne Voss Muensch tells about visiting the Semple School for Girls in New York City.  The James ties of the owner went back to Samuel and Mary Darrington James’s son Lorenzo ( Papa Daddy’s uncle).  I Googled the school and found that it once occupied an impressive address just west of Central Park, but it apparently no longer exists. Because the founder was a James descendant, I think there has been some confusion among family members between the school in Connecticut that Maria’s daughters attended and the school in New York owned by a James descendant. 

Once again, through Google I checked Farmington schools and located Miss Porter’s School for Girls, which boasts such alumnae as the Bouvier sisters (Jackie Kennedy Onassis and her sister, Lee), Dina Merrill and many other recognizable names. According to its web site, it was “founded by Sarah Porter in 1843, with an eye to educating the elite young women of the Eastern seaboard. Miss Porter's is popular with the Bush, Vanderbilt, Rockefeller, Kennedy, Cheshire, and Bass families.”  I don’t know whether this was the school that Maria’s daughters attended, but it is certainly a likely suspect. A request to the alumnae director for information has gone unanswered. I suspect that it’s a case of “if you have to ask, you don’t need to know.” 
OK. On with Papa Daddy’s story

Robert and Maria had eight children of record.  The first, Jonathan Cowles James, lived only a few days. The second, Francis Boykin James, apparently remained single. There is neither a marriage record nor a death record for him in the Bible. Charlotte has found a Frank B. James recorded in the 1880 U. S. Census as living in Mobile, no spouse, no children, living with a family by a different name. Maybe boarding?  More corroborating evidence is found in Skipper’s history, which mentions that one of Papa Daddy’s uncles was a lifelong bachelor. That had to be Francis B. The third child, John Darrington, died at age 20.  Nothing about the cause of his death.  The fourth, Maria Cowles James, married Samuel Thomas Boykin and gave Robert and Mary twelve grandchildren.  The fifth, Robert Darrington James, Jr., married Cora Carlinne Rone, in Gainestown, Alabama on October 10, 1861. They were the parents of five children, the first of whom was Papa Daddy.

Papa Daddy was born May 7, 1863.  Robert D. James (he is identified in the Bible as Jr., but for the sake of clarity, let’s designate him III), came along in 1865, followed by Sandy Rone James in 1867 and Emily in 1869. Their mother died in 1876.
Papa Daddy’s Early Life in Alabama

  Papa Daddy was born during the Civil War. The lifestyle he must have known as a boy, based on things he said and wrote about his family, contrasted dramatically with that enjoyed by his older relatives.  Being born just two years before the end of the Civil War, he did not experience the economic prosperity once enjoyed and perhaps taken for granted by older family members.  

Emily Semple’s memoir of her early life and the lives of her parents and grandparents in Alabama recalls an idyllic existence.  She mentions visiting her Uncle Robert (Papa Daddy’s father), who had a home in Mobile and one in Clarke County, a two-or-three day river boat trip to the north and today a drive of one hour and 47 minutes.    She recounts amusing stories of the way her grandmother, then long widowed, pampered the house slaves.  Papa Daddy’s letter quoted by both Skipper and Maxinne says that the family owned over 300 slaves, and his uncle (probably his bachelor uncle Frank Boykin James) deeded eighteen field slaves to him the day he was born.  I found an online listing, county by county, of the number of slaves owned in Alabama, and the Jameses were by far the largest slaveholders in Clarke County. The Boykins owned even more slaves in Dallas County, AL, so the marriage of Mary James to Samuel Boykin clearly united two large fortunes.  Also, Charlotte’s research turned up records of land patents showing extensive land holdings among the Jameses in Clarke County. All of this bespeaks the kind of life that has come to epitomize the pre-Civil War South, even though I think I learned in some college course that only five per cent of Southern families owned any slaves at all at the beginning of the War of Northern Aggression.  Maxinne’s letter quotes Papa Daddy as expressing the conviction that slavery was wrong and explaining that he mentioned the slave ownership only as an indication of his family’s wealth. This is a more humane and enlightened view than I sometimes heard voiced in my childhood in the mid twentieth century in the deep South.

Papa Daddy was only two years old when his eighteen field hands were liberated, along with all other slaves. Eventually the family seems to have lost their land, too, as was common during Reconstruction.  Before his mother died in 1876, she charged thirteen-year-old Frank with caring for his brothers and sister. Four years after she died, her husband remarried, and Papa Daddy didn’t get along with his stepmother, Etta, who was only ten years older than he. Charlotte has records from the 1880 census showing that Frank B. James, age 17, was living with his father’s family in Mobile and identifying his occupation as “clerk”.  He must have left home shortly after that. The Bible records show that he married Guadalupe Tejada in Monclova, Mexico, on February 14, 1885. 

Mary Lynn’s first email on this subject said she wanted to know how and where her great-grandfather had spent his boyhood. We can posit that (1) it was almost surely spent in Mobile and Clarke County, Alabama, (2) it didn’t last long because he assumed a man’s responsibilities early in life by today’s standards, and (3) his family almost certainly endured a great deal of economic privation along with the death of a mother and wife.  
Life in Mexico
 
The only anecdotal account of Frank’s activities after he left Mobile comes from Skipper’s history, which says that Frank joined “the Missouri Pacific Railroad as a telegraph operator, as they laid track into Mexico.  He eventually ended up running the Co. stores for MOPAC & settled in Monclova, Mexico.”  

 Frank performed other services for the company as well. A letter from the General Manager of the Mexican International Railway Company (seemingly, a Missouri Pacific subsidiary), dated June 18, 1892, states, in part, “Your bill of expenses has been vouchered, together with an item of [here, the numerals 150 have been handwritten over the typed numerals 200, the corrected amount of the payment being $150.00] extra compensation, account Right of Way Sierra Mojada line, in addition to your salary as Station Master at Monclova.” It concludes, “This opportunity is availed of  to express in some degree the appreciation which is felt of the efficient manner in which you have performed your work for that line.” It appears that Papa Daddy obtained rights of way and station locations for a spur line to Sierra Mojada, the site of a developing  silver mining industry.  This was no small undertaking. Sierra Mojada is more than halfway across the large state of Coahuila from Monclova, across daunting mountains.  Wouldn’t you think they could have gone ahead and paid him the full $200 or at least have typed a new letter?  I have searched for data about the development of the railway but have had no luck. 

One other clue to Papa Daddy’s commercial activities is revealed in the letterhead on which he wrote a letter in 1902 to his daughter Carlinne (away at school in Ciudad Porfirio Diaz, now Piedras Negras, just across the Rio Grande from Eagle Pass).   It reads, “Frank B. James, Commerciante y Comisionista, Estación de Monclova.”  The letter, by the way, contains a story about a mozo of the family’s who got into trouble one night after the store was closed and shot and killed an American. The mozo was in jail. Papa Daddy ended the letter with a promise to send Carlinne some money soon. 

Frank and Lupita James had five children, all born in Monclova. Frank B. James, Jr., was born November 25, 1886.  Cora Carlinne came along on May 12, 1888, followed by Maria Hazell on July19, 1890.  A second son, Origen Jewett, was born on June 8, 1892, and Maria Lupita was born February 3, 1894.  

A few, (well really a lot of) words here about the name “Origen Jewett.” Origin Sibley Jewett is an important figure in Alabama history, one of the signers of the Ordinance of Secession, which Alabama spearheaded, who was killed at the Battle of Chickamauga. His wife was Clara James, a daughter of Lorenzo James, one of the sons of Samuel and Mary James.  That makes her Papa Daddy’s first cousin. The Bible lists an Origin Jewett Boykin, and other Origin Jewetts appear in the genealogical records. There’s no way of telling whether Frank and Lupita changed the spelling out of respect for the third-century Christian theologian Origen of Alexandria or because of familiarity with the Spanish word “origen,” which means “origin.”  Anyway, “Origin” became “Origen” in the James branch of the family.

 Items tucked into the Bible give tantalizing hints about the life of the Frank James family in Monclova. A letter dated 1905 congratulates Papa Daddy for Carlinne’s “triumphant musical debut.”  Did she sing, or play an instrument? A mystery.  A note from Emily James Waters to Carlinne tells about having sent two patterns for lawn dresses for Carlinne and Hazell, going on to say that the stores in Eagle Pass were showing some pretty lawns and ginghams and that her daughter, Cora Carlinne Waters, had a pretty new lawn dress.  A note from Cora Carlinne Waters to her cousin Cora Carlinne James was an enclosure in an envelope in which she sent cigar bands for her cousin’s collection. She said she was sending Ori (our Papacito) some just like them.  The salutation is “My dear Cora,” and the note is signed “Your devoted cousin, Carlinne.”  Does this mean that Carlinne James went by “Cora” in those days, or was it a private convention between the two cousins? Again, ¿quien sabe?
 
Between the pages appeared three small squares of paper on which Carlinne had practiced calligraphy, an art taught to young ladies of good families of that period, giving a hint that that the lives of the James daughters in Mexico were much like those of young ladies of their social class north of the border. 

Letters indicate that Carlinne went to a school in Ciudad Porfirio Diaz. Ori was sent to Peacock Military Academy in San Antonio at the age of eleven. There are no clues about the education of the others. 

It appears that in addition to the five children, the household contained at least five other members: Papa Daddy’s father, stepmother, and three younger siblings. Family anecdotal records, certain dates in the family Bible, and a letter to Papa Daddy from his cousin Clara Jewett suggest that he moved his father and siblings to Mexico at some point prior to 1890, when his sister, Emily, married Jerome Waters, Senior, in Eagle Pass, Texas, and they were still there at least as late as 1905. Clara’s1905 letter asks that Papa Daddy give her love to his father, Robert, Roney, and Emily, not mentioning Etta, the stepmother.  Family members recall Papa Daddy’s saying that he lived in the same house with his stepmother for years, and they never spoke to each other, so we know she came along with the rest of the family. The number of years this situation existed is another mystery, as is the question of where the siblings and parents ended up when Papa Daddy’s family left Mexico. 

A clue: Papa Daddy’s next younger brother, Robert, married Imogene Byrne in 1904 in Eagle Pass, as recorded in the Bible.  They had three sons, born in 1905, 1907, and 1908, also recorded in the Bible.  No location is given for the birth location of the youngest and the older, but the middle son was born in Monclova, so Robert must have been living in Monclova at that time.

The only mention of Papa Daddy’s youngest  brother, called Ronie (pronounced like Rooney), is his birth date.  The aformentioned 1905 letter from Clara Jewett suggests that he was still alive, at least to her knowledge, at that time and living with or near Papa Daddy.  Another mystery.   

 Family Bible records for Emily James, Papa Daddy’s sister, continue through the birth of her two children following her marriage to Jerome J. Waters, Sr., in  Eagle Pass on May 14, 1890.  A funeral announcement for Emily’s daughter, Cora Carlinne, who died at age 14, is among the items between the pages.  Emily’s death is not recorded in the Bible, but a letter from Maxinne Voss to Martha James Sayrs says that Emily was so grief-stricken over her daughter’s death from pneumonia that she herself died a week later.  Emily’s son, Jerome J. Waters, Jr., grew up in Papa Daddy’s household, being like a brother to Ori.  

A postscript: Jerome Waters, Jr., married Lupita James Hume, Frank’s youngest daughter, after the death of  both of their spouses. They must have had a multitude of memories to share.

 No death or marriage records for Papa Daddy’s youngest brother Ronie have been found. His life is another Papa Daddy mystery.

 In an effort to find some clue about where the brothers ended up, I searched for genealogical information for Robert’s three sons. I  found a likely entry for the youngest, Julius James, in the Social Security Death Index. A Julius James with the same 1908 birth date as that of “our” Julius died in San Antonio, Texas, in 1993.   This suggests that Papa Daddy’s younger brothers may have remained in Texas or perhaps even in Mexico after the next chapter in Papa Daddy’s life. 
Departure from Mexico

The Mexican Revolution began in 1910. By 1913, civil war raged, and foreign holdings were expropriated, forcing many Americans to leave Mexico. The James family was among those who left. They lived for a short time in Eagle Pass. During that time Papa Daddy secured employment as manager of the company-owned stores with Braden Copper Company, just beginning to develop the El Teniente copper mine in central Chile. The two older daughters were married at that time. The youngest, Lupita, married Elmer Hume in Eagle Pass in 1915, apparently after her parents had moved to Chile. 

  My husband, Ori’s, favorite story about his grandfather goes like this: At some time after Papa Daddy assumed managership of the company stores in Chile, he was asked to do a study to solve the problem of how the stores could stop losing money.  The solution he proposed was to do away with the company stores and turn them over to concessionaires. The powers-that-were said, “But Mr. James, that would put you out of a job.” His response was “You didn’t ask what was best for me; you asked what was best for the company.” He ended up with concessions to supply meat, charcoal and support timbers for the El Teniente mining camp in Sewell.     

Either the work or the yearning for his family became too much for Frank, and he sent for his son Ori to come to Chile to assist him in his business in 1917. In 1920, Ori returned to the States for vacation, apparently on a mission to find a bride. The trip was a fairy-tale success. Ori married Mattie White, whose father owned an Eagle Pass pharmacy, in 1920. They married in San Antonio, with none of the family present, on July 24, 1920.  Mattie, our Mamacita, always said, “We didn’t elope; we just got married.”  

I do not know much about Papa Daddy’s life in Chile between 1920 and 1928 or 1929, other than the fact that Ori and Mattie presented him with three granddaughters there: Martha Lupita, Frances May (the middle name after Mattie’s deceased sister, who had been so close to her that friends in Eagle Pass had called them “Mattie-May”), and Ori Jean, who was supposed to be the last child and whose name is a feminine version of Origen that Mattie devised. Ori, Jr., was a bonus baby born in 1931, the only one of Ori’s and Mattie’s children born in the U. S.  Ori Sr. gave the doctor who delivered Ori Jr.  a Stetson hat. Mattie always followed that story with, “And he didn’t give me anything.”
After Chile

It appears that Papa Daddy left Chile in 1928 with a substantial fortune for those days, some time before his son left. A letter from Mattie to her family dated 1928, which recently surfaced in our personal papers, apologizes for their decision to stay on for another year, tells of the incentives the company has offered Ori to stay on, and begs her parents over and over not to cancel their planned visit to Chile. Among the items she asks her mother to shop for are three pairs of size 5 D shoes for her husband. We asked Frances whether her mother’s parents did indeed visit them in Chile. She said they did not. However, Mamacita’s older sister, Clara, did come down and help to shepherd the three little girls and the dog back to the U. S. via Grace Lines in 1929. 

Papa Daddy arrived in the U. S. to a burgeoning economy and invested heavily in the stock market—on the margin, unfortunately.  Ori and Mattie came back in 1929 (exact date lost in history) and started to build an expensive house in Del Rio. Then came Black Friday. Investors were diving out of  windows on Wall Street.  Papa Daddy’s margins were eventually called in. Ori tried to help bail him out. They both went under.  Ori must have salvaged enough to go into ranching. His family lived on three different ranches in West Texas before returning to Chile in 1938 as a salaried employee heading what would now be called Human Resources for the Braden Copper Company. 

 Having already lost three fortunes, two to wars and one to the prevailing optimism of the day, Papa Daddy apparently planned to go back to Chile to try again. Accompanied by his wife, he visited Chile in 1930, apparently planning yet another entrepreneurial venture.  His daughter Hazell was living with her husband, Tim Timberlake, in Vallenar, in northern Chile. Lupita’s heart  could not handle the altitude and she died on May 14, 1930.  Frank brought her home for burial in Eagle Pass.


A letter from an old friend, Frank McPherson of Montgomery, Alabama, dated simply “Oct. 9” (probably  1930), says, “I gave Frank (apparently his son) the paper on South America. That is a wonderful country and I suppose it is full of opportunities for the young but I am very glad Frank and Ori are both in America north of the Equator.”   It is not clear whether Papa Daddy was offering or soliciting advice by sending this paper. In either case, he did not return to Chile.
      He spent his remaining days living first with his son Ori’s family and then, when Ori, Mattie, and their four children returned to Chile in 1938, with the family of his daughter Lupita Hume in Eagle Pass.  He died in Eagle Pass in 1944.  My husband Ori recalls visiting him shortly after arriving in the U. S. in 1944 to attend Texas Military Institute in San Antonio. Papa Daddy delved into a trunk full of silver dollars and gave Ori two, which Ori promptly spent.  Papa Daddy died a couple of months later. Ori wishes he had saved the silver dollars.
Afterword

Frank Boykin James’s descendants include at least 11 grandchildren: two known sons for Frank with undoubtedly more children that we do not have records of, two for Carlinne (both deceased now), three for Hazell (all of whom have been lost track of), four for Ori (all living), and two for Lupita (both deceased).  

The letter from Frank McPherson praises Papa Daddy’s writing talent and continues, “By all means, begin to write at once. You have time now and I am sure you 
have ability too.”  What a shame that Papa Daddy did not follow this advice. I ask all of you who receive this to edit, add, or question if you have any knowledge that I did not have access to.
Additions:

Hazell was a pianist (Frances)

The girls did attend Miss Porter’s school. (Suzanne Pratt)

The James “exodus” to Alabama from Virginia took place in 1818.

Frances’ middle name is Mae, not May. It is recorded as “May” in the Bible. I’ll correct that.

