Sendero GPS V3.3 Changes, August 1, 2005

Sendero’s GPS version 3.3 runs on the BrailleNote’s Keysoft 6 or higher including the mPower and PK. See the ReadMe document for known issues and important tips not covered in the manual. 

This version has moved up two increments, one for software improvements and one increment for a major POI data update. Transparent improvements, under the hood, are not listed here. A separate document lists changes from other versions. 

Please read our other documents for a complete understanding of the BrailleNote GPS software including the ReadMe, the manual, the audio tutorial and the optional Version 2 GPS CourseWare. Here are some of the more notable changes in Sendero’s GPS 3.3 versus version 3.1.

Points of Interest Improvements:

* We have jumped from under a million points of interest for the U.S. and Canada in version 3.1 to 12 million in version 3.3. Approximately 850,000 of these points are in Canada. The number of categories and sub categories has also increased radically. If you look at the POI file names, you will see one called Core and one called Bonus with each state map file. The POIs in the Core file are categorized. The Bonus points are not and will appear with the tag of Bonus. The new categories include data on medical facilities to car parts in addition to Restaurants and Fuel. The Bonus points are such points as the name of an apartment-complex or a home business. These new points are like electronic yellow pages with GPS positions. 

To hear a complete list of categories, press Chord F, press Enter on the Distance prompts and then use the Space Bar to scroll through the category list. Use the first letter of a category, multiple times if necessary, in order to skip to that category. You cannot search for sub categories. Beauty Salon for example is a sub category under Services. Small, medium and large cities are now under the category called Center of Settlement. Not all categories contain data in all regions.
Be aware that searches of such a large volume of points will take longer, especially if POI files for the entire country are in the POI folder. The POI files are listed alphabetically on two CDs, the first having letters A through M and the second CD letters N through Z. These new POI files should be placed in the POI folder on your Compact Flash card. 

To help manage the high density of POIs, the first default search distance has been reduced from one mile to one quarter of a mile. If you press F or Dot 4 for Find, the nearest points within one quarter of a mile will be announced. If you expand the search from there, the BrailleNote will first search to one mile, then 2, 5, 10 and so on. The same goes for the Chord F Advance Find command.
These 3.3 POIs will not work with earlier versions of BrailleNote GPS. Make sure to delete or move the POIs from older versions. Your User.poi file will work with version 3.3 so save that one. Note also that points from your User POI file do not have a category designation whereas those in the collective User file with the BPI extension are designated with the initials of the person who created them and the words, “User Public.”

* Look Around Mode is more flexible and now has its own menu:

You can now independently activate or deactivate Intersections, Categories and User points within Look Around mode. With so many points in the database, you may wish to only have Look Around mode triggering on one category at a time, or maybe you want Intersections only. If you are in the woods and only want User points to trigger, you can now set that in Look Around mode.
Toggle Look-Around mode off and on as before with Chord M. A menu with three items comes up starting with the status of Look-Around mode, on or off. First is Turn on or Off LookAround. Second is LookAround Settings and third is Review Current LookAround mode settings.

To quickly switch status, press O for On or F for Off. The last menu item is, “Review LookAround Settings where you can hear the status of the three LookAround settings. 
Go to the second item and hear, “LookAround Settings.” Press Enter on this item to make changes in the POI categories you wish to select including All commercial categories, individual categories, Intersections and the User POI category. Pressing Enter on these individual selections will toggle them On or Off. 
The status of your Look Around options is maintained when you exit the GPS program with Chord E or Chord Z.
* Route Waypoint improvements:

Direction of travel (Heading) is now more precise. The average of your heading is calculated to minimize the variations in heading due to GPS fluctuations. When you stop moving, your heading should be locked on your most recent direction of travel. Keep in mind that your last 30 to 50 feet will determine how a user-recorded turn is announced when you retrace the route. 

You now hear the double beep for turns in manual routes as well as in automatic routes. When recording a Waypoint with chord K or Dot 2, designate a waypoint as Straight, Left or Right. Enter S or Dot 2 for Straight, R or Dot 1 for Right and L or Dot 3 for Left. This applies to Grade 1 or Grade 2 Braille. In Computer Braille, use the Dot 6 for Straight. If you designate the point as Left or Right when you record the waypoint, 90 degrees will be added to your heading. It is best if you are lined up to go straight to your second waypoint when you record waypoint 1. You will not be offered a direction to designate at Waypoint 1. 

When you hear the confirmation message to continue straight, the distance will be announced to your next turn, not to your next waypoint, which might actually be a straight-through intersection.

There are more one-handed waypoint commands for the BT keyboard. You can already Press K or Dot 2 to announce current waypoint. In addition to W to move through the list of waypoints, you can now press dots 45 to move forward through the waypoint list or Chord dots 45 to move backward.

Note, if you have recorded a walking route with good satellite accuracy, you may want to reduce the distance used by the automatic turning announcement by going to GPS Options and changing the Arrival distance from 50 to 25 feet. This new arrival setting will stay enabled until you reset the BrailleNote at which time it will revert to the default 50 feet.

You may also want to adjust some of the route following parameters for pedestrian manual routes. Toggle Force Sequential On with RF if you have a route that crosses over itself like a loop or figure eight route. Toggle between Turns Only and Detailed Waypoint announcements with RM. Leave Auto increment turned on or switch to manual with RA.   

You can now add text descriptions to each waypoint recording. After you are prompted for the Waypoint direction, you are then prompted for a description. Press Enter if you don’t have one. Otherwise, enter something like “4-way intersection”, “slight bend in path” etc. Don’t use a turning direction in the description because it will be backwards if you reverse the route.

A route confirmation message has been added. After you make a turn and you are within 30 degrees of your next waypoint, you will receive a voice message, “Continue Straight.” This is followed immediately by a synthesized message with the heading and direction to the next turn.

There is an off-route warning message. When the GPS software perceives you to be deviating from the manual or automatic route, you will hear the voice message, “Warning, off route.” When traveling under 15 miles per hour, the off-route warning triggers at 200 feet off route. At vehicular speeds, the off-route warning distance is one quarter of a mile. 

Note, if you have a route loaded and switch between GPS and Virtual modes, the warning message will be announced because your position will be different than that of the previous mode.

* Miscellaneous Changes

You can now enter the GPS Options menu by pressing O while in the GPS program. You used to have to go to the GPS Menu first. Once you make changes in the Options, Press Chord E to return to the GPS program. You will continue to track satellites and receive prompts while in the GPS Options.

The software processing of automatic Look-Around for POIs has been sped up.

The prompt, “Arrived Near” has been shortened to, “Near” with respect to Points of Interest.

The prompt Bluetooth GPS receiver” has been shortened to, “Bluetooth.” 

For technical support, contact the dealer from whom you purchased your GPS. Direct US Sendero customers call, 1-888-757-6810.
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